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Original Wheat. 

BY J. W. BKBK. 

3b C- H. BaUbattgh : 

If my careful ness of the feelings of those whom 
I criticise exceeds my love of truth, I neither de- 
sire nor know it to be so. Feelings are tender 
things, and should be cautiously handled ; but 
truth is sacred and immutable, and must be hon- 
ored and held inviolable. Feelings may be wound- 
ed for their improvement — cauterized for their 
health ; but truth may not be disregarded to advo- 
cate its claims, extend its domain, or to make it ef- 
fective. By the love and defense of the truth, I 
have wounded the feelings of many who were dear 
to me, and have "suffered the loss of all things, 
and consider them as vile refuse, so that I may win 
Christ" and honor him. In the defense of truth, I 
have suffered the anathemas of ccolesiasticism from 
n»y brethren, my kindred in Christ ; all of which I 
might have avoided by dishonoring truth and bow- 
ing at the shrine of an nnsanctified and unholy 
policy to please the feelings of those in power. 
Truth, precious truth, let me love and honor it 
more and more. Thy word, O Lord, is truth — 
"the Original Wheat" — and by it alone are we 
sanctified and saved. 

You ask, "What is Hhc original wheat' to which 
yon refer ?" My meaning floats op. the surface, so 
that a child can gather it. Those who are accus- 
tomed to diving instead of swimming, may not be 
able to catch it. "Wheal" means truth ; and "the 
original" means the first in order, or that with 
which we commenced. I first set forth the truth 
in relation to "The Church and its Officers." Bro. 
Roberts in his "lie view" said something concer- 
ning "essentials," that called forth Dr. Miller's 
"Sittings," and this brought out your "Sittings 
Sifted." But as neither you nor Dr. Miller refer- 
red to the truth contained in my aitiele, "the orig- 
inal wheat" was lost. Only this, and nothing 

more. 

lam fully aware of your "hobby," -'the Incarna- 
tion," and it is a good one; but the best hobby in 
the world may be ridden to death. Yours is still 
alive and may it ever live j but I think I have 
known it to groan under burthens that might with 
much propriety, have been laid on Balaam's steed, 
which, "speaking with man's voice forbade the 
madness of the prophet." It is true, that the In- 
carnate accomplished our redemption and made 
our salvation and glorification possible; hut to 
make Incarnation "the original wheat," aud the 
"pivot fact in the economy of God by which every 
thing is determined," is making too much to turn 
on it. There arc facts "in the economy of God" 
that underlie the great fact of the Incarnation it- 
self; reducing it to an essential means for the ac- 
complishment of a pre-determined cud. The "ori- 
ginal wheat" — the primal and pivotal fact, — by 
which every tiling in the economy of God is deter- 
mined, is laid in the purpose of God, "who worketh 
all things according to the counsel of his own will.'; 
The Incarnation is no mow a "pivot tact" than the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. To w»y that every- 
thing in the economy of (rod must be interpreted 
in harmony with the Incarnation, is uttering a pro- 
found truth ; hut that does not make it the pivot 
fact in the economy of Cjod by which everything 
must be determiutdjor the Incarnation itself must 
he interpreted in harmony with the most insignifi- 
cant fact in the economy ot God. The Incarnation 
is only one id many connate and coordinate facts 
in the great we he me of man's redemption and sal- 
vation ; and !o give it a higher place than, this 
would be to deify and worship the fact instead of 


salvation to eyery one that believeth," Jew or 
Greek. To neglect what is written, and to at- 
tempt to formulate a code of morals and religion 
from onr vague and often erroneous conceptions of 
the great fact of the Incarnation, wonld border on 
insanity and popery. This would hopelessly ox- 
elude nine hundred and ninety- nine one-thou- 
sandths of the human race from the possibility of 
salvation, or suspend their salvation on an arbitra- 
ry submission to the speculations of a fallable man. 
We can no more evolve the texture or style of a 
Christian's coat Or head-dress, from the Incarna- 
tion, than we can the essential mode and form of 
Christian baptism, or the size and form of the let- 
ters in which the word of God is printed. 

Your intimation that I waa laboring under a 
misapprehension when I referred to your "circuit- 
ous way of reiterating what brother Roberts said", 
is kindly received, but my mind is not changed. I 
hav? no way oi knowing what you mean, except 
by what you write ; and the thoughts attributed 
to you are clearly and forcibly conveyed by your 
own language. I am not fond of language which is 
so enigmatical, that, if read in the light of Web- 
ster and Brown, it means one thing, and if read in 
the light of the Incarnation, as seen by the writer, 
means something else. 

In conclusion, I want to say that, on the whole, 
I have been greatly edified by your pen ministra- 
tion. Sometimes I am delighted by it ; but occa- 
sionally yon exhibit idiosyncrasies that are both 
amusing and sad. Your letter in No. I, breathes 
a spirit ot kindness which I gratefully acknowl- 
edge ; and I hope that we may ever retain that 
brotherly kindness, which is characteristic of God's 
children, and that will bring us nearer to each oth- 
er and to God. — Lathrop, Gal. 


Convention Analyzed, 

« BY D. A. LtCHTY. 

Shall it be a convention and for what purpose ? 
If so, shall it be ministerial or lay representation. 
Sectional or ecumenical ? These are vital ques- 
tions which appeal directly and urgently to the 
consideration of every zealous worker in the Lord's 
vineyard. 

The first proposition is readily answered. Just 
as soon as it is fairly understood that a system of 
co-operative missionary work is being introduced, 
which Bhall unquestionably bear the impress of 
practicability, effectiveness, simplicity and econo- 
my. Any system governed by these wholesome 
qualifications insures success ; and any expedition 
or corporation deficient in any one of these essen- 
tial features, presupposes failure and disaster. 

The second proposition is readily answered. 
Shall it be a ministerial convention ? The idea ot 
a ministerial faculty's competency of inventing 
and formulating a system of co-operative mission 
labor, or any other enterprise, based as this neces- 
sarily must be, upon the finance of the church — is 
simply preposterous. I have a very humble opin- 
ion ot ministerial ability in financial affairs. Min- 
isterial labor and finance are as antipodal as China 
and North America*. Never submit to the arbit- 
rament of ministers of the GoBpel in cases where 
property is involved. The ministry is part of the 
church and subject to the church. The proposed 
convention is a church measure and ministers are 
but set vants of the church. The Apostles wonld 
not be hampered by tha secular affairs *>f the 
church, not as much as stoop down to pick up the 
proceeds of individual estates laid at their feet ; 
but appointed, out of the laity, men of capacity 
and judgment over the affairs of the church, so 


the Incarnate. The fait of the Incarnation is an they might consecrate themselves wholly to the 
insolvable mystery to us - f jnit the teachings and j ministry of the word. 

example of the Incarnate arc plama niTpra ct jc able. ! ^ ow 88 Lo jt 6 character, whether local or gencr- 

j£?£k eral — here is where the issue is joined. This is 


justify the undertaking. Yet the great heart of 
the church, from Dan to Becr-Sbeba, throbs uni- 
sonantly and sympathetically for a more general 
effort for the extention of Zion's borders, and, it is 
hoped, also for a higher plane of Christian excel- 
lence at home, therefore she moves in this direc- 
tion, 

To recapitulate : We want a convention because 
the cause demands it. We want a more efficient 
way of reaching isolated members and of planting 
the Christian standard outside of organized dis- 
tricts. Yes, we want at least twenty conventions 
in fo many different parts of the brotherhood, held 
at the earliest practicable opportunity, and we 
want each territory separate and independent of 
each other as touching plans and methods, of mis- 
sionary work. 

To predicate out calculations on a business ba- 
sis : who ever heard of the failure of a peanut 
stand ? But of large corporations our ears scarce- 
ly cease ringing, with the doleful sound of failure 
upon failure. May we hope a word to the wise is 
sufficient. 

There is iiow a call for a sectional convention 
on foot, embracing Lawrence, Wolf River, Pony 
Creek, and Falls City. The most salient feature 
in this corporation doubtless is to reduce mission 
work to a more practical, effectual and economical 
system. The territory is large enough, with its 
environments, for all practical purposes. Has the 
reader got my idea ? Here it is — Be careful and 
do not undertake more than what you can com- 
prehend and control. Remember the sad dilemma 
ot the little boy who drew the elephant in a lot- 
tery ; he did not know what to do with him. 

Moral.— A large missionary enterprise means a 
big elephant on our hands. 

Now, remember, a convention means a cor- 
poration, a corporation means an organization, an 
organization means a mission board, and this mis- 
sion board superintends and controls the mission 
work, and upon this mission hoard depends the 
success of the enterprise. 

Conscience. 

BY K. MASON. 

Conscience is not a teacher of God's law. Neith- 
er is it a faculty given to us by God to enable us to 
know what is right and wrong. Conscience is not 
always a safe guide as to the path of duty. A 
knowledge oi God's law comes to us by revelation 
and not by conscience. There are some facu i des 
that naturally belong to man. God seems to have 
implanted in the human heart certain great prin- 
ciples. For instance there is the knowledge of a 
superior being and a desire to worship that being. 
If man does not know the true God, he will natur- 
ally manufacture a God out ot his own imagination 
aud worship it. Then there is the great principle 
of honesty. Before a man can conscientiously and 
deliberately injure his fellowman without provoca- 
tion by physical torture or robbery or abuse, and 
maliciously injure those who have done them good, 
they must be educated to it. This is not natural- 
ly in the human heart. The true definition of hon- 
esty is ouly obtained through revelation. God has 
revealed himsell and his law in his Word. Those 
who have the light of the Bible are to look to that 
for a kuowledgc of what is right and what is 
wrong. Moreover there is not a man on the face 
of the whole earth who has not before him, bv tra- 
dition, at least, if not in written word, some ves- 
tige ot God's revelation to his ancestors. 


It was neces sary lor God t o live in cnan to 
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ing has, for years, experimented on this question 


is spiritnaj and eternal 

nrcat Tration a neee'sStT y~; the ^coiiatitu tiqn oj__mai! 
'made me Incarnation possible, and the nature of 
man made~~the I ncaniatibTiTU'sii -able ; but the whole 
sublime su ue-rstruct in e, i ncluding man in God's 
imaged man fallen, the U(jd-man ! ^n}ii£jredeemed, 
amtTrran glorified, 1$ -tuspendeil upon "the counsel 
oT GodT^ The 1 1 icar narioi 1 and the Incarnate wcix 
both subject |othat "counsel of God" The Holy 
Spirit in all his operations, gifts aud callings, is 
subject to this "counsel of God." And so must 
the redeemed, in order to be glorified, be subject to 
this same immutable "counsel of God." This 
counsel of God" is revealed in the Gospel of 
Christ, — not in the written woid, but in the word 
that is written, — and "is the power of God unto 


without any credit to herself or any benefit to those 
whom she meant to serve, while local measures 
generally prospered and survive to this day. I 
am satisfied from general observation, that the 
smaller the mission the more certainty of success. 
"Larger ships may venture more ; but little boats 
should keep near shore." A general convention 
whether ministerial or lay representation, presup- 
poses a general corporation of both spiritual and 
material resources of the brotherhood at large, and 
I strongly incline to the belief that there is not 
enough money uor enough talent in the church to 


What we call "conscience" iB a monitor, rather 
than a teacher. It iB that faculty or attribute of 
man which tells him that he ought to do right, al- 
though it does not tell him what right is. Again, 
it reminds him that he has done wrong, when he 
ptirposelv has done that which he supposed was 
wrong, or has failed to do that which he under- 
stood to lie his duty. Hence it is true when a man 
acts against his conscience he is at fault, because 
as tar as he knows he does wrong, and his inten- 
tion has been to be wrong. But, on the other 
hand, if a man does what his conscience approves, 
it does not follow that he is doing right. It is 
your duty to know what is right, and then to do 
what is right. You may think you are all right, 
and you are all wrong. "Take heed that the light 
which is in thee he not darkness." The word of 
God, and not conscience, is the repository of God's 
truth. Beware lest you be wrong conscientiously. 


